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lect is exercised on different elements of perception and
thought, and the mutual relationship of the conative and
affective aspects of the mind so varies as to produce from
similar elements entirely different attitudes and behaviours.
The different groups organize differently the psychological
facts of their experience and entertain dissimilar outlooks upon
.life, and, although no two individuals are alike in a community,
each community as an organism differs from the others in its
institutions and ideals.
Each distinct community so organized has a history. It
develops from an inner impulse of its life and its course is
directed, stimulated or retarded, by its environment which itself
is changing. Then the communities interact upon one an-
other, for they do not live in isolation. They coalesce, absorb
or conquer. New material is always pouring into the old
casts, and either breaking them up or taking their mould.
Thus the world process continues, and out of the conflict of
races and the clash of civilizations new communities and new
civilizations grow.
Every civilization which is thus formed passes through a
cycle of change. It starts with definite, although unconscious,
tendencies which it seeks to realize in its career. It attains the
period of its highest expansion, when its capacities are matur-
ed and their expression is most adequately achieved. Then
follows a downward movement ; the original impulse is ex-
hausted and either the civilization decays and dies out or its
life is renewed by the appearance of a new impulse. The
impulse whether sociological or intellectual may come from
within or without. The character of the new civilization will
be determined by the power of the new impulse, which may
be so violent as to revolutionize the old civilization or it may
only modify it.
The history of the Balkan peninsula affords the aptest
illustration of the principles enunciated here. The /Egean
peoples who were originally settled there took nearly two
thousand years to pass th-ough the many stages of their cul-